
I-4 INT. STAN’S OFFICE - THAT AFTERNOON

STAN is on the phone in his overstuffed office. Michael 
bursts in waving the sides he read with Sandy.

MICHAEL
There’s a new Romeo and Juliet 
musical. Why wasn’t I sent in for 
that? Aren’t you supposed to be my 
agent, Stan? 

STAN
(Into phone) Nancy, I’ll call you 
back. An actor just walked in so it 
must be important. (To Michael) 
Michael, I was on the phone with 
the coast.

MICHAEL
New York is a coast too, Stan. 

STAN
New York is a congested island 
lodged between two cesspools, and 
I’m the lifeguard making sure 
actors don’t drown in their own 
narcissism. Now what do you want? 

MICHAEL
A job! What about that new play I 
read for? ‘Anywhere But Nowhere’. 
You said you’d push. 

STAN
I pushed. They wanted a name. 

MICHAEL
I’m a name. Michael Dorsey is a 
name.
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STAN
To the IRS and your mother Michael 
Dorsey’s a name. Besides, it’s 
already been cast. 

MICHAEL
Who got it?

STAN
John Edgars. 

MICHAEL
Seriously? I can act circles around 
that guy! We did a play in the 
round. I actually acted circles 
around him! I’m a great actor, 
Stan. 

STAN
You’re also a temperamental actor. 
You couldn’t shoot a simple 
commercial without fighting with 
the director over your character’s 
‘truth!’ You were playing a tomato. 

MICHAEL
He wanted me to sit. A tomato can’t 
sit. It wasn’t logical!

STAN
A tomato doesn’t have logic!! A 
tomato can’t move!!

MICHAEL
That’s what I said! So if it can’t 
move, how is it going to sit?! I 
was a sexy, stand-up, beefsteak 
tomato. Nobody does vegetables like 
me! I bust my ass to get a part 
right.

4/9/19 6:00 PM 18 



STAN
Yet you have this destructive 
impulse to change everything!

MICHAEL
I just try to make things better! 

STAN
Why?!

MICHAEL
Because better is better! 

STAN
Michael, you fight with everyone. 
You get fired from everything. 
People hate you.

MICHAEL
No one hates me.

STAN
No one likes you. You’re arrogant 
and difficult. A director told me 
he’d rather watch a 3-D movie of 
his own conception than ever work 
with you again. 

MICHAEL
What I am is committed. Acting is a 
battlefield, and I fight naked and 
exposed!

STAN
Well the war’s over, get dressed 
and go home! You lost. 

MICHAEL
Are you calling me a loser, Stan? 

STAN
Oh no. I am not getting sucked into 
this conversation. 

MICHAEL
Maybe you just aren’t a good enough 
agent to get me into those rooms. 
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STAN
And maybe you need to reexamine 
your life. You have one of the 
worst reputations in this town. No 
one will hire you! 

MICHAEL
You’re wrong Stan! And I’ll prove 
you’re wrong!

STAN
All you’ll prove is that you’re 
unmanageable and unemployable. Just 
another 40 year old actor without a 
job, or an agent.

Michael storms out as Stan’s office disappears. Michael is 
still holding the pages from Sandy’s play. 

“WHADDYA DO (REPRISE 1)”

MICHAEL
SO WHAT AM I, I’M STUCK, STRUGGLING IN THE MUCK
STANDING HERE ALL PURPLE AND PERPLEXED
CAUGHT IN THE GAP BETWEEN
“WHAT THE HELL JUST HAPPENED”
AND “WHAT THE HELL IS GONNA HAPPEN NEXT?”

WHADDYA DO, IT’S NATURE’S LAW,
THE CARDS YOU’RE DEALT, THE CARDS YOU DRAW
PERHAPS THE HAND YOU’VE GOT WILL NEVER WIN.

He looks at the pages in his hands and gets a thought.

MAYBE YOU’RE OUT OF ROPE.
MAYBE YOU’RE OUT OF HOPE.
SO WHADDYA DO? YOU GO ALL IN!
WELL, I’M ALL IN!
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MICHAEL
She tried to kiss me. She leaned 
in, our eyes connecting, her 
perfume mixing with mine. And all I 
could do was stand there. I love 
her, Jeff. This could not get any 
worse!

There’s a knock at the door. 

STAN [O.S.]
Michael? It’s Stan.

JEFF
Maybe it can. 

MICHAEL
Stan? What the hell does he want?

Stan knocks again.

JEFF
Michael, Stan is at the door.

MICHAEL
My agent Stan or Stan who-- 
sometimes stops by? 

STAN [O.S.]
It’s your agent, Stan.

MICHAEL
[If needed for time] Let’s find 
out.

Jeff opens the door as Michael finishes becoming ‘Michael.’ 

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Stan, hey. 

STAN
Michael, what the hell is going on? 
I’ve been trying to call you for 
days. (Then) Are you wearing 
earrings?

MICHAEL
Yes I am. 
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STAN
Listen, Michael. You got the play.

MICHAEL
The play? What play?

STAN
The play! ‘Anywhere But Nowhere.’

MICHAEL
I thought they wanted a name?

STAN
They decided to go with talent. 

MICHAEL
(Panicked) Jeff. I got the play. 

STAN
This is all you hounded me about 
for months. You cornered me in my 
office. 

MICHAEL
I thought you fired me in your 
office?

STAN
That was before you got the play. 
And now it’s yours. 

JEFF
And now it’s yours.

MICHAEL
And now I can’t take it.

STAN
Why can’t you take it?

MICHAEL
Why can’t I take it, Jeff?

JEFF
He can’t take it because he’s doing 
my play.

STAN
Your play? What is your play?

JEFF
It’s a great play.

90 



MICHAEL
Great play. It takes place in...

JEFF
One Day.

MICHAEL (CONT'D)
--Cleveland.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
It’s called ‘One Day In Cleveland.’ 

STAN
Jesus Christ, Michael. Are you 
passing on a Pulitzer prize winning 
playwright for a play by this guy?

MICHAEL
‘This guy’ is my best friend. 

STAN
Fine. If you want to make sure no 
one ever hears the name Michael 
Dorsey, you just did. This is the 
most insane thing you’ve ever done. 

MICHAEL
It’s really not.

STAN
Goodbye Michael. 

Stan storms out.  Michael collapses into a chair. 

MICHAEL
Julie thinks I’m a lesbian who 
rejected her. Sandy resents me and 
the woman she doesn’t know I am. I 
turned down one of the best written 
plays in contemporary theater, and 
there’s a guy walking around with 
an infected tattoo of my face on 
his chest.

JEFF
And if you could fix one of those, 
right now, which would it be?

MICHAEL
Julie. None of this is worth losing 
Julie. 

JEFF
Then do exactly what you shouldn’t 
do, go back there one more time and 
figure something out!
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[Note: by the end of the following he is dressed as Dorothy.]

“WHADDYA DO (REPRISE 2)”

JEFF (CONT’D)
WHADDYA DO WHEN EVERYTHING 
IS HAPPENING, BUT EVERYTHING
THAT’S HAPPENING HAS GOT YOU IN DISTRESS?
WHADDYA DO, YOUR FUTURE CALLS
SO GROW YOURSELF A PAIR OF BALLS
AND TAKE THOSE BALLS AND PUT THEM IN THIS DRESS!

SO YOUR LIFE IS A JOKE
YOU THINK EVERYTHING IS BROKE?
WELL, GRAB A ROLL OF DUCT-TAPE AND SOME GLUE!
WHADDYA GONNA DO? YOU’RE GONNA 
FIX YOUR HAIR AND GO OUT THERE
AND BE THE MAN AND WOMAN THAT YOU ARE.

MICHAEL
THAT’S THE ONLY WAY TO WIN.
YOU GOTTA GO ALL IN.

BOTH
WELL I’M/YOU’RE ALL—

The front door opens again, and Stan enters. He walks back in 
to get the phone he forgot. The guys stand frozen.

STAN
Sorry. I left my damn phone. 
(Seeing Dorothy) Oh. Hey. I’m a big 
fan. Nice to meet you.

He grabs his phone and exits. Michael and Jeff just stand 
there. They don’t move. Frozen in place. They wait. Wait. 
Wait. Wait. Then, SLOWLY the door opens and Stan re-enters. 

MICHAEL
Stan. 

STAN
(Realizing) No. no no, no, no no.

JEFF
Stan Fields, Dorothy Michaels.

STAN
Oh, Jesus Christ, Michael. You look 
like my wife. 
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MICHAEL
You said I’d never work again. 
I was desperate.

STAN
This goes beyond desperate. Even 
for an actor. 

MICHAEL
I took a chance.

STAN
They say you’re gonna be nominated 
for a Tony! I was gonna vote for 
you! 

MICHAEL
I’m so humbled--

STAN
Fuck you! I can’t see this. If I 
see this, I’m complicit. If I’m 
asked about this, I can’t lie!

MICHAEL
Can’t lie? You’re an agent. It’s a 
job requirement! 

STAN
So this is how you’re going to live 
out your career? As someone else? 

MICHAEL
No. Maybe. I don’t know. You’re not 
being very supportive. 

STAN
Michael, the world is changing and 
we have to change with it. Be a he, 
be a she, be a they, use whatever 
bathroom you want and don’t let 
anybody tell you, you can’t. But 
what you’ve done here is some 
uncharted form of theatrical 
suicide. When people find out about 
this, and believe me, they WILL 
find out, you’ll be the most hated 
man and woman on Broadway! 
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MICHAEL
Then what do you suggest I do? We 
open tomorrow night!

STAN
That’s not my problem. And you know 
why it’s not my problem? Because 
you’re fired. Again! (To Jeff) And 
you! Send me your play!

JEFF
There’s no play.

STAN
--And fuck you too! 

Stan exits. Michael collapses into a chair. 
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