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STINER/BLOCK CASTING – Feb. 3, 2021  

‘HARLAN’ SELF-TAPE INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Please follow the below instructions carefully.  
 

1. Tape reading from shoulders up. NO - hats, sunglasses, gum or props.  If using an 
iPhone, please record your tape horizontally, NOT vertically.  
 

2. Please be sure actor’s eyeline is JUST left or right of camera.  We need to clearly 
see ALL FACIAL REACTIONS.  STANDING only - no sitting or leaning. 

3.  Be sure the reader speaks softly in order to not overshadow the actor. There 
should be no other person on camera. 

4.  Audition should be uploaded and labeled as follows: 

File 1: Slate, File 2: Scene 1, File 3: Scene 2, File 4: Scene 3, File 5: Athletic 
Footage (see #6 below) 

5.  SLATE: Actors should hold on camera for 5-10 seconds a sheet of paper with 
their name, age (if minor), height, agent/mgr (if applicable), reps contact number 
& email (if actor is not represented, parent phone & email) and current city of 
residence.  PLEASE make sure we can read sign - get a CLOSE UP.  ALSO, please 
speak the slate at the same time you are holding it.  

6.  ATHLETIC FOOTAGE: Please include a 30 second link of actor throwing & catching 
a ball (preferably a football), followed by them telling us about any organized 
football/team sports experience.  Include a quick full body shot (no side profiles).  

7.  DUE TO COVID-19, PLEASE FOLLOW ALL STATE SAFER-AT-HOME 
GUIDELINES. PLEASE DO NOT go to a taping facility or use an in-person reader 
that does not live with you. We understand any adjustments you have to make 
to stay within the healthcare guidelines.  Safety takes priority!  Additionally, 
please do not spend money taping.  A smart phone against a simple wall or 
backdrop in your home is all we need - nothing fancy. 
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SEAN
Yes, but I’m not gonna have to.

MONTAGE

- Sean runs the kids through a series of drills (swim move, 
high-to-low, speed ladder, etc.) as music plays underneath. 

- Sean teaches tosses water balloons to the receivers, as 
they catch them over their shoulders. 

SEAN (CONT'D)
Soft hands, you don’t get wet. 

Sean throws to SAM, a new receiver, and Sam gets drenched.  
Connor makes a perfect catch and the balloon stays intact.   
After the drill, it’s a full-on water balloon battle as the 
team starts hurling them at each other.

- Sean is trying to get a small player, JOEY, to run down the 
field, but he keeps running in circles, swatting himself.  He 
throws off his helmet and a bee flies out, Joey keeps 
running.  

TROY
He’s a sloppy eater, he gets a lot 
of bees in his helmet.

- On the sidelines after a play, Troy goes over to a kid, 
shakes an inhaler and puffs it into his mouth.

- The last beat shows Harlan kicking perfect field goal after 
perfect field goal through the uprights. 

SEAN
Harlan, you got a great leg, what 
happens during the games? 

HARLAN
This is practice, no pressure in 
practice. 

SEAN
No difference in a game, we’ll 
figure it out.  

END OF MONTAGE

DISSOLVE TO:
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HARLAN - SC 1 of 3
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In front of him are three defenders.  Like a hippo in 
Fantasia, he twirls and pirouettes his way down the field and 
in for the score. 

On the sideline, Sean grabs the kicker, Harlan.

SEAN (CONT'D)
Okay, Harlan.  You’re in.

HARLAN
I got it, Coach. 

Harlan looks up to the stands, Sean follows his gaze and sees 
Brooke for the first time.  

SEAN
Is that what this is about? 

HARLAN
No, it’s got nothing to do with 
her. 

SEAN
Her?  You said her.  Who’s her? 

HARLAN
I did?

SEAN
Yes.  Listen, you like a girl it’s 
okay, we’ve all been there, bud.  
But you need to focus, just block 
everything out.  She’s not here.  

HARLAN
She’s right there, I see her.  

SEAN
Then stop looking.  Focus on the 
task at hand.  Close your eyes and 
pretend you’re at practice.  There 
is no difference.  You got it?  I 
know you can do it. 

HARLAN
All right, I’m gonna do it, Coach. 

SEAN
Now, go make the team proud.  

Harlan runs in.  

TROY
You think he’s gonna do it?
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EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD - DAY
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HARLAN - SC 2 of 3
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INT. SEAN’S CAR - SAME TIME

Sean and Troy watch as the lanterns rise up.  Mitch runs up 
to the car and joins them.

MITCH
Here we go! 

Sean and Troy climb out of the car and join Mitch to watch 
the scene unfold.  

Sean’s phone rings.  He looks at it. 

SEAN
It’s my agent, I gotta take this. 

Sean steps away from the other two. 

EXT. OUTSIDE BROOKE’S HOUSE - SAME TIME

Everyone’s in place.  Harlan stands in the middle, facing the 
door.  He takes a sip of water, gathers himself and starts 
singing - the rest of the team all joining him in an a 
cappella version of Bruno Mars’s “Just The Way You Are.”

ALL
Oh, her eyes, her eyes 
Make the stars look like they're 
not shinin'
Her hair, her hair 
Falls perfectly without her 
trying...

No one’s coming out of the house.  Harlan looks at Connor: 

HARLAN
It’s not working.

CONNOR
It’ll work.

Connor motions for everyone to get louder.

ALL
She's so beautiful and I tell her 
everyday
Yeah, I know, I know-

It’s beautiful, the lanterns continue to rise.  The moment is 
perfect.  The front door slowly opens... 

DENNIS
Here she comes!
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...and a seventy year old WOMAN walks out.

WOMAN
Why the hell you shouting at my 
house?

HARLAN
Hi.  Is, um, Brooke home?

WOMAN
Who?

HARLAN
Brooke Wallace? 

WOMAN
(screaming)

Wrong house!  This is a quiet 
neighborhood!  

(calling inside)
Walter, get the bat! 

CONNOR
(pointing next door)

This is 39, that’s 35! 

HARLAN
Oh, sorry!  We’ll sing over there.  

Then the woman shouts and points.

WOMAN
Fire!

Everyone looks up - one of the lanterns has caught in a tree.  
The tree starts burning.  

HARLAN
Fire!

The tree’s going fast.  Harlan takes his small bottle of 
water and shakes it on the fire...  okay, that’s not gonna do 
much.

EXT. SEAN’S CAR - SAME TIME

Sean has his back to the boys as he talks to his agent. 

DANIEL (V.O.)
I’m sorry, we lost the appeal.

SEAN
What?  Can you appeal the appeal?
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DANIEL (V.O.)
Absolutely.  Already on it.

(then)
No chance it works.

SEAN
Listen, if I can’t...

Something catches Sean’s attention and we see his face light 
up from the reflected flames.  

SEAN (CONT'D)
I gotta call you back.

He, Mitch and Troy start running toward the scene.  

EXT. OUTSIDE BROOKE'S HOUSE - SAME TIME

The kids are running around and screaming, neighbors are 
panicking...

A power pole next to the tree starts to spark...   

GIRL’S VOICE (O.S.)
Harlan?

Harlan looks over - Brooke is standing in front of her house 
next door, trying to figure out what’s going on.

HARLAN
Hey, Brooke, we thought-

Before he can finish the thought, the power line falls 
between them, exploding into sparks.  She screams and runs 
into her house... all the lights in all the houses go dark.  

We pull out to a overhead view of the neighborhood as the 
power goes out, house after house.  A lone dog barks. 

EXT. WARRIORS FIELD - PARKING LOT - DAY

An ESPN van and film crew are waiting in the Warriors parking 
lot.  They see Sean’s car pull up and make a beeline for him.  
Sean climbs out of the car.

ESPN REPORTER
Mr. Payton?  You lost your appeal 
with the NFL, any comment?  
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