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INT. MCCALLISTER ELEMENTARY - STORAGE CLOSET - 

CONTINUOUS Dylan stares at something before him and 

smiles.

REVEAL SHELVES FILLED WITH CONFISCATED THINGS: Super 
Soakers, jars of slime, footballs, iPads, iPhones, 
bluetooth speakers, remote control cars, a ventriloquist 
dummy. Dylan quickly goes down the shelf, stuffing the items 
into his backpack. As he takes the dummy off the shelf...

INT. MCCALLISTER ELEMENTARY - STAIRWELL - LATER

...we find it now in the arms of a HAPPY STUDENT, who hurries 
off down the stairs. We move down a line of STUDENTS, each 
holding a FIVE DOLLAR BILL. At the front of the line is 
LOGAN, a nervous fifth grader. He hands Summer the five. *

 SUMMER
    Dylan, what do we have for Logan?

     LOGAN
Please tell me it’s my dad’s tablet. 
I wasn’t supposed to take it, but I 
took it, and then Mrs. Noober saw it 
and she took it--
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(MORE)

5.

*
Shawn, chill. You’ll get your turn.

SHAWN
(mutters under breath)

Don’t tell me to chill. I invented 
chill.

Dylan reaches into his backpack and pulls out...a TABLET.

DYLAN
BAM!

LOGAN
You saved my butt, big time! If my 
dad found out about this, I’d get 
in so much trouble. We’re talking 
Naughty List, for sure! 

SUMMER
Your dad has a Naughty List? That’s 
messed up.

LOGAN
What? No. The Naughty List. Santa’s 
Naughty List.

Dylan and Summer look at each other...and bust up laughing.

SUMMER
Santa? 

LOGAN
Yes.

DYLAN
Santa Claus?

LOGAN
Yes! Don’t believe those middle 
schoolers. He’s real! 

(leans in, sotto)
Did you know the government pays 
the internet to block the location 
of Santa’s village on satellite 
maps? It’s true! Look it up, man!

Suddenly LOGAN is shoved aside by Shawn.

SHAWN
Sell that crazy someplace else.

(then)
(MORE)
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15.

DYLAN
         (on phone)

  Who’s this Santa guy think he is?!
SUMMER

(on phone)

Seriously! Every one of my siblings 
got something from Santa except me! 
Why would he skip us?

Suddenly the same awful realization dawns on both of them.

*

*

DYLAN
Unless...

The sound of a DOORBELL RINGING takes us to...

INT. LOGAN’S HOUSE - FOYER - DAY

Logan opens the door to find Dylan and Summer waiting

*
*

LOGAN
What are you guys doing here?

DYLAN
We need you to tell us everything 
you know about the Naughty List.

INT. LOGAN’S HOUSE - LOGAN’S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

A cluttered bedroom filled with tech and books/photos of * 
mythology and cryptids, everything from the Loch Ness Monster 
* to UFOs to The Tooth Fairy. Logan leads Dylan and Summer
through. *

LOGAN
Everybody thinks Christmastime is 
about peace on earth, good will 
toward men--

Summer clears her throat.

LOGAN (CONT'D)
And women.

SUMMER
Thank you.

LOGAN
But it’s actually about mind 

control.

DYLAN
Mind control?

15.
LOGAN



16.

LOGAN
Just as every culture has their 
version of Santa Claus, they also 
have an “anti-Santa.” In Germany, 
it’s Krampus. In Italy, it’s Le 
Befana. Myths created to scare kids 
into behaving. 

DYLAN
So the Naughty List is just a myth?

*
LOGAN

That’s what I thought. Until I 
looked deeper. *

LOGAN clicks a remote. A nearby MONTIOR powers up, 
revealing LINES OF CODE (think The Matrix). They stare at 
it.

SUMMER
(in awe)

Oooooooh--
(then, hard turn)

Yeah, I don’t know what I’m looking 
at here.

LOGAN
It’s an algorithm that crawls the 
web, searching message boards, 
social media posts, on-line videos, 
any place a kid can complain about 
not getting anything from Santa. 

(dramatically)
This is the Naughty List.

.

*

*
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